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Sir: 



Listed on accompanying Form PTO-1449 are documents that may be considered material 
to the examination of this application in compliance with the duty of disclosure requirements of 
37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. A copy of document AR26 is submitted herewith. The cite 
number is based on the last cite number in the Second Supplemental Information Disclosure 
Statement filed on February 9, 2001. 

Where the publication date of a listed document does not provide a month of publication, 
the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than the effective U.S. filing 
date and any foreign priority date so that the month of publication is not in issue. Applicants 
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have listed publication dates on the attached PTO-1449 based on information presently available 
to the undersigned. However, the listed publication dates should not be construed as an 
admission that the information was actually published on the date indicated. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed invention over 
any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this information may not be prior 
art, and/or to prove that this information may not be enabling for the teachings purportedly 
offered. 

This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has been made, 
or that information more material to the examination of the present patent application does not 
exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely on the material submitted 
herewith. It is further understood that the Examiner will consider information that had been cited 
or submitted to the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office in a prior application relied on under 
35 U.S.C. § 120. 1 138 OG 37, 38 (May 19, 1992). 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 
1.97(b)(3), before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits. 

Applicants hereby certify under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c)(1) that no item of information 
contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the 
statement after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information 
disclosure statement was known to any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three 
months prior to the filing of the information disclosure statement. 
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I. is respectful* reaped ltaI ,he E,a mi „e r i„,„a, and relum . copy of , he „ 
PTO-,449, and ,o indica.e in the officia , file ^ Qf ^ ^ ^ ^ 

documents have been considered. 

I. is beiieved ,he re is no fee retired in ,he fi „„ g „ f tnis documen , The Commissio „ er js 
hereby an.hoH.ed ,„ charge a„ y fee deficiency, „ r credi, any ovenpa yment , „ Deposi, Account 
No. 50-0622, referencing Attorney Docket No. 0221-0003G 

Respectfully submitted, 
SHANKS & HERBERT 



Anne Brown 
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Date: July 19, 2001 
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